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ITEM NO. 4 

 
 

TWEEDDALE AREA FORUM QUALITY OF LIFE 
 

 

Report by Service Director for Neighbourhood Services 

 

TWEEDDALE AREA FORUM 
 
18 DECEMBER 2014 

 

 

1 PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 

 1.1 

 

 

 

This report seeks approval from Tweeddale Area Forum to delegate 

authority to the Service Director Neighbourhood services to 
allocate the remaining funds for the current financial year to 
Quality of Life, subject to consultation with and approval by all six 

members of the Tweeddale Area Forum via email. 

 1.2 In order to enable the timely delivery of projects funded by available 

Quality of Life budgets, delegated authority is required for the remainder 
of 2014-15 financial year. 

   

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 2.1 I recommend that the Tweeddale Area Forum;- 

  Agrees to delegate authority to the Service Director 

Neighbourhood Services to allocate the remaining funds for the 
current financial year to Quality of Life, subject to consultation 

with and approval by all six members of the Tweeddale Area Forum 
via email. 
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3 BACKGROUND  

 3.1 Elected Members, Community Councils and the public can request financial 
support to enable delivery of local improvement projects and initiatives via 
the available Quality of Life budget. Additionally requests for direct work to 

be undertaken by Neighbourhood operations can be made by contacting the 
Neighbourhood Area Manager direct.  Neighbourhood Operations is 

contactable via the new Scottish Borders Council telephone number 0300 100 
1800, e-mail address – enquiries@scotborders.gov.uk or by writing to 
Neighbourhood Services, Council Headquarters, Newtown St. Boswells, 

Melrose TD6 0SA. 

 

4 Quality of life 

 4.1 

 

 

 

4.2 

To enable the timely delivery of projects within the 2014-15 financial year a 

decision making process is required which ensures inclusion and 
accountability. 

 

The process being proposed at 2.1 of this report is already in place for other 
Area Forums within the Scottish Borders Council region. 

 

 

5 

 

 

IMPLICATIONS 

 5.1 Financial 

  Of the original £20,000 available and taking account of previous 

funding approval, there is a remaining budget of £8,062.  

    

 
6.2 Risk and Mitigations 

  If the budget is not spent, the local area will not fully benefit from potential 
improvements the budgets enable.  
 

 6.3 Equalities 

  It is anticipated there will be no adverse impact due to race, disability, 

gender, age, sexual orientation or religion/belief arising from the proposals 
contained in this report. 

 

 6.4 Acting Sustainably Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 

  It is anticipated that there will be a variety of positive economic, social or 
environmental benefits arising from the proposed schemes in paragraph 2.1. 

 

  
6.5 

Carbon Management – Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 
 

  There are no significant effects anticipated to Council carbon emissions by 
approving the proposals in this report. 

 

 6.6 Changes to Scheme of Administration or Scheme of Delegation 

  There are no changes required to the scheme of administration or delegation 
arsing from the contents of this report 

  

7 CONSULTATION 
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 7.1 The Chief Financial Officer, the Monitoring Officer, the Chief Legal Officer, the 
Service Director Strategy and Policy, the Chief Officer Audit and Risk, the 

Chief Officer HR, the Interim Service Director Capital Projects and the Clerk to 
the Council will be consulted and any comments received will be incorporated 

in the final report. 
 

 
 

Approved by 
 

Service Director of Neighbourhood Services    Signature ………………………….            
 
 

Author(s) 

Name Designation and Contact Number 

Jason Hedley Neighbourhood Area Manager (Tweeddale) 

01835 824000 Ext 8037 

 

 
Background Papers:  None 

Previous Minute Reference:  Tweeddale Area Forum December 3rd 2014 
 

 

Note – You can get this document on tape, in Braille, large print and various 

computer formats by contacting the address below.  Jacqueline Whitelaw can also give 
information on other language translations as well as providing additional copies. 

 
Contact us at Jacqueline Whitelaw, Scottish Borders Council, Council Headquarters, 

Newtown St Boswells, Melrose, TD6 0SA, Tel 01835 825431, Fax 01835 825071, 
email eitranslationrequest@scotborders.gov.uk.  

mailto:eitranslationrequest@scotborders.gov.uk


Scottish Charity Register No: SC015474
Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland Service No: CS2003009381

1 December 2015

Dear Councillors Archibald and Bhatia

Further to our meeting on 17th November, we have gone through our records of
meetings during the period where we were involved in discussions with Scottish
Borders Council and NCDT to support and explain our understanding of what we had
agreed to with regards to the move to Newlands Centre.

Please find enclosed copies of meeting minutes, letters to NCDT and SBC and a
history of the decision to move.

At the meeting with Karen Fagan, Jean Robertson and Susan Smith, we were told
that there would be no space for the OOSC within the school and that we would
therefore need to move to the Newlands Centre and pay an annual rent. Given that
the OOSC was running at a loss it was immediately explained that this would cause
the demise of the club. We were assured that there would be grant funding available
to cover this additional cost. You will see from correspondence that by 2 November
2011 the Committee had been given the clear impression that OOSC rent was to be
covered by grants.

Throughout all of the negotiations Newlands and Kirkurd Playgroup reiterated that
the Out of School Club would not be able to pay any rent without the support of grant
funding and our understanding was that we would be able to apply for Vulnerable Out
of School Club grants.

Following the move to the Newlands Centre an application for a Vulnerable Out of
School Club grant in 2012-13 was refused and it was explained that this grant was
only available once which was not our understanding of the situation. After many
meetings we were awarded a grant in 2013-14 but again have since been told that
this was "exceptional".

Newlands and Kirkurd Playgroup
Newlands Centre
Romanno Bridge

West Linton
EH46 7BZ

01968 660367



Scottish Charity Register No: SC015474
Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland Service No: CS2003009381

Given our warnings about the financial situation of the OOSC and the assurances
coming from SBC before the move to the Newlands Centre you might understand
some of our frustration.

Yours sincerely
Rodna Angus
Manager
Newlands and Kirkurd
Playgroup and OOSC



Newlands Primary School
Romanno Bridge
West Linton
Peeblesshire

01968 660211
Interim Headteacher – Keith Russell
krussell@scotborders.gov.uk

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter in support of the local Out of School Club at Newland Centre.

It has been brought to my attention the club is under threat of closure. I would like to put
forward my concerns and impact that this would have on the community.

The club is set within my school which is also the local community centre. This allows it
to be accessible for the residents of the Newlands community. To close the club would
have a serious impact on the parents who need this club to continue with their working
lives as well as to the  children who have built excellent relationships with the staff and
whom enjoy very worthwhile experiences through their attendance at the club.

The club offers stability, continuity and most importantly a safe and secure environment
for the children in this small community.  These inherent rights are an entitlement that, I
believe, the children should be able to access within their local community.

I urge you to consider this when you are making any decisions regarding the Out of
School Club at Newlands Centre.

Yours sincerely

Keith Russell

Interim Head Teacher
































